Napoleon's Russian Campaign, 1812
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Napoleon sends
troops to Polotsk to
protect his left flank.
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175,000
Reduced by desertion,
disease, starvation,
and capture, an army
of 175,000 arrives in
Smolensk. Another
30,000 die there.

130,000
Sept. 7, 1812 Napoleon’s
army fights the Battle of
Borodino and suffers 30,000
casualties.
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Sept. 14, 1812 Napoleon enters
Moscow to find it in ashes,
torched by the czar. He waits,
hoping to induce the czar
to surrender.
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Oct. 18, 1812 Frustrated and
starving, having waited too long
for the czar, the 100,000
survivors of the Grand Army
begin their hellish retreat
through the cruel Russia winter.
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The 30,000 in Polotsk
join the 20,000 survivors.
Thousands drown while
crossing the Berezina
River.
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= 10,000 soldiers

Minsk

November 1812
The army returns to Smolensk
and finds famine. The remaining
24,000 march on, abandoning
their wounded.

i na

Advancing troops
Retreating troops

Dec. 6, 1812
Troops march for
the Neman River.
Only 10,000 make
it out of Russia.
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GEOGRAPHY SKILLBUILDER: Interpreting Maps
1. Movement How long did it take the Grand Army to cover the distance between
the Russian border and Moscow?
2. Place Why was it a mistake for Napoleon to stay in Moscow until mid-October?

= 10,000 lost troops

On September 7, 1812, the two armies finally clashed in the Battle of Borodino.
(See the map on this page.) After several hours of indecisive fighting, the Russians
fell back, allowing Napoleon to move on Moscow. When Napoleon entered Moscow
seven days later, the city was in flames. Rather than surrender Russia’s “holy city” to
the French, Alexander had destroyed it. Napoleon stayed in the ruined city until the
middle of October, when he decided to turn back toward France.
As the snows—and the temperature—began to fall in early November, Russian
raiders mercilessly attacked Napoleon’s ragged, retreating army. Many soldiers
were killed in these clashes or died of their wounds. Still more dropped in their
tracks from exhaustion, hunger, and cold. Finally, in the middle of December, the
last survivors straggled out of Russia. The retreat from Moscow had devastated the
Grand Army—only 10,000 soldiers were left to fight.

Napoleon’s Downfall
Napoleon’s enemies were quick to take advantage of his weakness. Britain, Russia,
Prussia, and Sweden joined forces against him. Austria also declared war on
Napoleon, despite his marriage to Marie Louise. All of the main powers of Europe
were now at war with France.
Napoleon Suffers Defeat In only a few months, Napoleon managed to raise

another army. However, most of his troops were untrained and ill prepared for battle. He faced the allied armies of the European powers outside the German city of
Leipzig (LYP•sihg) in October 1813. The allied forces easily defeated his inexperienced army and French resistance crumbled quickly. By January of 1814, the
allied armies were pushing steadily toward Paris. Some two months later, King
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June 1812
Napoleon and his
troops march across
the Neman River
and into Russia.
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