Frederick William III of Prussia and Czar Alexander I of Russia led their
troops in a triumphant parade through the French capital.
Napoleon wanted to fight on, but his generals refused. In April 1814, he
accepted the terms of surrender and gave up his throne. The victors gave Napoleon
a small pension and exiled, or banished, him to Elba, a tiny island off the Italian
coast. The allies expected no further trouble from Napoleon, but they were wrong.
The Hundred Days Louis XVI’s brother assumed the throne as Louis XVIII. (The
executed king’s son, Louis XVII, had died in prison in 1795.) However, the new
king quickly became unpopular among his subjects, especially the peasants. They
suspected him of wanting to undo the Revolution’s land reforms.
The news of Louis’s troubles was all the incentive Napoleon needed to try to
regain power. He escaped from Elba and, on March 1, 1815, landed in France. Joyous
crowds welcomed him on the march to Paris. And thousands of volunteers swelled
the ranks of his army. Within days, Napoleon was again emperor of France.
In response, the European allies quickly marshaled their armies. The British
army, led by the Duke of Wellington, prepared for battle near the village of
Waterloo in Belgium. On June 18, 1815, Napoleon attacked. The British army
defended its ground all day. Late in the afternoon, the Prussian army arrived.
Together, the British and the Prussian forces attacked the French. Two days later,
Napoleon’s exhausted troops gave way, and the British and Prussian forces chased
them from the field.
This defeat ended Napoleon’s last bid for power, called the Hundred Days.
Taking no chances this time, the British shipped Napoleon to St. Helena, a remote
island in the South Atlantic. There, he lived in lonely exile for six years, writing his
memoirs. He died in 1821 of a stomach ailment, perhaps cancer.
Without doubt, Napoleon was a military genius and a brilliant administrator. Yet
all his victories and other achievements must be measured against the millions of
lives that were lost in his wars. The French writer Alexis de Tocqueville summed
up Napoleon’s character by saying, “He was as great as a man can be without
virtue.” Napoleon’s defeat opened the door for the freed European countries to
establish a new order.

Analyzing Motives
Why do you
think the French
people welcomed
back Napoleon so
eagerly?
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British soldiers
who fought at the
battle of Waterloo
received this medal.
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ASSESSMENT

TERMS & NAMES 1. For each term or name, write a sentence explaining its significance.
• blockade

• Continental System

• guerrilla

• Peninsular War

• scorched-earth policy

• Waterloo

• Hundred Days

USING YOUR NOTES

MAIN IDEAS

CRITICAL THINKING & WRITING

2. Which of Napoleon’s mistakes

3. How did Great Britain combat

6. ANALYZING MOTIVES Why did people in other European

was the most serious? Why?

Napoleon’s naval blockade?
4. Why did Napoleon have

Napoleon's
Mistakes

Effect on
Empire

trouble fighting the enemy
forces in the Peninsular War?
5. Why was Napoleon’s delay of

the retreat from Moscow such
a great blunder?

countries resist Napoleon’s efforts to build an empire?
7. EVALUATING COURSES OF ACTION Napoleon had no

choice but to invade Russia. Do you agree with this
statement? Why or why not?
8. FORMING AND SUPPORTING OPINIONS Do you think that

Napoleon was a great leader? Explain.
9. WRITING ACTIVITY POWER AND AUTHORITY In the role of a

volunteer in Napoleon’s army during the Hundred Days,
write a letter to a friend explaining why you are willing to
fight for the emperor.

CONNECT TO TODAY CREATING A MAP
Conduct research on how nationalist feelings affect world affairs today. Create a map showing
the areas of the world where nationalist movements are active. Annotate the map with
explanations of the situation in each area.
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